A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
So it was now with France. Her policy should have been to
support Maria Theresa against a host of enemies, and especially
to support her against Prussia. Instead of that, the mass of
French educated opinion saw nothing in Maria Theresa's
troubles but an opportunity for one more attack on the house of
Austria, and a further weakening thereof. The King was of the
opposite and right opinion—he was for turning round and
helping the Empress; so was his aged minister of genius,
Fleury; but they could not—or, at any rate, did not—act
against the general spirit about them, and they allowed France
to ally herself with the rising power of Prussia against Mark
Theresa.
France having taken one side, England could not but take the
other, and was engaged throughout Europe and on the high seas
and in America in the War of the Austrian Succession. It lasted
seven years, and when it was over, though the immediate con-
sequences were not very great, the foundations had been laid
for that expansion of England which was to follow, mainly at
the expense of France. The French later reversed their false
diplomatic move, and attempted to recover their lost ground,
but it was too late. A diplomatic blunder at a critical moment
has consequences which cannot be undone by merely reversing
engines.	/
William Pittl Just as the first twenty-five years of the
Hanoverian succession are connected with the name of Robert
Walpole, so the twenty odd years after Walpole's period are
connected with the name of William Pitt J Of the two men Pitt
stands less completely for his period than Walpole does for his,
partly because Pitt's time was so much more filled with national
movements and expansion (which he largely directed), and
partly because many more factors were at work than in Walpole's
time; partly also because Pitt had not for a long time—hardly,
indeed, during the whole of his life—all the personal advantages
which Walpole had enjoyed. But the parallel between the two
men is fairly close, and the name of Pitt marks a natural sequel
to the name of Walpole. Like Walpole, he came of the squires;
he had Walpole's Eton and university education; like Walpole,
he entered Parliament young; like Walpole, he rose at first
by patronage, and, lite Walpole, consolidated it by accumulating
a fortune (less than Walpole's)—without which, of course, he
would not have counted in that world. His fortune was acquired
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